
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Cans : L Organisation Financiere du Clerge 1 1 7 

great sea contest alone, for France there was nothing but the trivial 
operations of the wars of the League and disconnected expeditions of 
little or no significance to all parts of the world. From their weary 
succession M. de la Ronciere permits us no relief till with the advent 
of the seventeenth century new spheres of interest begin to ripen in 
Canada and the Mediterranean. 

The volume concludes in a richer vein with the maritime revival 
under Richelieu. His centralization of the various admiralties and the 
consequent unification of the fleet are well shown as the backbone of His 
work. The whole process of the revolution and the new outburst of 
colonial venture that arose from it belong to the main stream of history 
and are well worth the care and industry which have been bestowed 
upon them. On the whole it may be asserted with confidence that if M. 
de la Ronciere's work is one that none but serious students will care to 
take in hand, it is also one that no serious student can afford to neglect. 
Those who have used his earlier volumes will know that this is no 
mere compliment and they may be assured that the present volume well 
maintains the quality and distinction of the rest. 

Julian S. Corbett. 

L' Organisation Financiere du Clerge de France a I'ftpoque de Louis 
XIV. Par Albert Cans, Professeur au Lycee de Reims. 
(Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 1910. Pp. xvi, 323.) 

La Contribution du Clerge de France a I'Impbt pendant la Seconde 
Moitie du Regne de Louis XIV. (1689-1715). Par Albert 
Cans, Professeur au Lycee de Reims. (Paris: Alphonse Picard 
et Fils. 1910. Pp. xi, 105.) 

These volumes are the fruits of Professor Smile Bourgeois's new 
incumbency at the Sorbonne, M. Cans having followed him thither from 
the ficole Normale Superieure. The first volume is a thesis for the 
agrege d'histoire. The task was well worth doing, for we know far too 
little of the internal history of the reign of Louis XIV. To be sure the 
topic was not entirely new, for Maury contributed a series of articles 
to the Revue des Deux Monies in 1879-1880, but his treatment was 
disconnected, as he dealt with specific episodes only. As to the works of 
the Abbe Meric, L'Ancien Clerge de France (1890), and that of the 
Abbe Bourlon, Les Assemblies du Clerge de France (1906), the former 
covered too large a subject to treat adequately this particular topic, and 
the latter was one of a popular series upon science and religion. The 
present work is a fitting sequel to M. Serbat's admirable work, Les 
Assemblies du Clerge de France: Origines, Organisation, Developpe- 
ment, 1561-161$ (Paris, 1906). 

There is a formidable list of manuscript sources; the printed sources 
are significantly few. Their extreme importance may be appreciated 
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when it is borne in mind that under the Ancient Regime the clergy was 
the only institution which had an autonomous, regular, and permanent 
organization governing its financial relations with the crown. The 
careful delimitation of the subject has enabled M. Cans to go intensively 
into it. In the first place he rigorously excludes the spiritual activity 
of the assemblies of the clergy, the conflict with the Huguenots and the 
Jansenists, the struggle with the reguliers, the question of Gallican 
liberties, etc. Secondly, the subject itself has self-limitations. The 
author is not obliged by the nature of his theme to consider the clergy 
of Artois, Flanders, Hainault, Lorraine, Alsace, Franche Comte, Rous- 
sillon, or the benefices of Sarre, Luxembourg, and Spire, for all these 
territories ecclesiastically were of the " Clerge fitranger ". Conse- 
quently he is dealing with France in the closer sense of the term. 

In plan and treatment the work is very different from that of M. 
Serbat; but the nature of the subject differs. The epoch between 
1561 and 1615 was made tumultuous by the wars of the Huguenots and 
the activity of the Holy League. The epoch M. Cans has chosen is that 
period of calm, regular operation of French institutions between the 
troubles of the Fronde and the Regency. The first portion, compris- 
ing thirty-six pages, is an historical survey of the rise and development 
of clerical immunity. Part 11. (pp. 37-144) deals with the structure of 
the church assemblies and their organization during the reign of Louis 
XIV. The core of the book is part in. in which the fiscal organization 
of the Gallican Church and its relations with the crown are set forth in 
detail. There are nine appendixes and a map of the administrative di- 
vision of the clergy of France at the end of the reign of Louis XIV. 

The alert student will readily make the application for himself of 
this admirable study to the general history of the reign of Louis XIV. 
But lest he fail to do so, M. Cans has pointed out the course by him- 
self, following up his first work by a particular study of the important 
part played by the clergy of France in the war of the League of 
Augsburg and that of the Spanish Succession. This inquiry falls into 
two parts. (1) What proportion is there between the sums furnished 
by the clergy to the king between 1690 and 1715 and those furnished 
by the rest of the nation? (2) What proportion is there between the 
contribution made by the clergy and their whole revenue? 

It is unfortunate that these two important questions cannot be 
answered completely, owing partly to the absence of full secular records 
and partly to the difficulty of evaluation. M. Cans's conclusion is that 
during this long and supreme crisis of Louis XIV.'s reign the conduct 
of the clergy was remarkable for its devotion. Estimating the average 
annual revenue of the Church at one hundred and ten millions — Vauban 
figured it at seventy-five, Boisguillebert at one hundred and fifty, an 
English source cited by Boislisle (St. Simon, VII. 516) at two hundred 
and eighty-six — he concludes that between 1660 and 1690 the clergy con- 
tributed eleven per cent, of their annual income to the crown, and that 
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between 1690 and 1715 they contributed fifty-eight per cent. These 
sums seem large. Yet from a general point of view they were not so 
great. For compared with the entire revenue of France, M. Cans is of 
the opinion that the contribution of the clergy was but three per cent, 
of the whole. 'It is manifest how terribly heavy the weight of taxation 
must have been upon the bourgeoisie and peasantry. In this manner 
history newly justifies the protests of Vauban and Fenelon, and the 
mordant pages of St. Simon. 

James Westfall Thompson. 

Acts of the Privy Council of England, Colonial Series. Volume II., 
A. D. 1680-1720. Edited through the direction of the Lord 
President of the Council by W. L. Grant, M.A., Beit Lecturer 
in Colonial History in the University of Oxford, and James 
Munro, M.A., University Assistant in History in the University 
of Edinburgh, under the general supervision of Sir Almeric W. 
FitzRoy, K.C.V.O., Clerk of the Privy Council. (London: 
Wyman and Sons. 1910. Pp. xl, 918.) 

The second volume of the Acts of the Privy Council, Colonial 
Series, which covers the period from 1680 to 1720, yields in no way to 
the first in value and interest. As was to have been expected the 
entries throw light chiefly upon the working of the Council, a matter 
upon which we need light more than anywhere else, but the informa- 
tion furnished regarding colonial history is very considerable and there 
are in this volume not less than a hundred long sections that either give 
new facts or add to what is already known. Furthermore the volume 
contains hundreds of names of individuals and ships, many details re- 
garding ordnance stores and the like, many in extenso copies of repre- 
sentations of the Lords of Trade and Board of Trade, and much infor- 
mation regarding governors' commissions and instructions. The student 
of colonial history will probably be surprised at the extent of the powers 
which the Council exercised over the plantations and at the numbers of 
appeals, petitions, and memorials with which it had to deal. Some day 
we shall have a competent study made of the Council in its relations to 
the plantations, and we shall then probably wonder why all this new 
material was not brought to light before. 

The most important question raised by the editors in their preface 
concerns not the colonies but the committee system of the Council a 
matter of interest to the student of English constitutional history. It 
is well known that under the Restoration standing committees were 
appointed at the beginning or in the course of each reign. It was so 
in 1660, it was so in 1685 (p. 75). We also know that a century later 
a standing committee of the Council for trade was appointed, and that 
to-day standing committees representing the old committees are ap- 
pointed by Order in Council for Jersey, Guernsey, and the Isle of Man. 



